Under Section 99,1.P.C., there is no right of private defence
against an act which does not reasonably cause the
apprehension of death or of grievous hurt, if done, or attempted
to be done, -by a public servant acting in good faith under
colour of his office though that act may not be strictly
justifiable by law. So, the Excise staff attempted to enter into
the house of Ramayya without a search warrant in search of
illict arrack said to have been manufactured in his house and
as such, search was obstructed and resisted by Ramayya and
his men and caused injuries to some of the excise staff, the
persons obstructing and resisting could not set up illegality of
the officer's proceeding without a warrant as a justification
of their obstructing and causing injuries to them and they had
no right of private defence in such circumstances.

252. Gnana Sekhar and Prabhu were close frierids. They both
entered into a Bar and had Brandy. The server has tendered him
the bill, but without paying the bill both the boys came out of the
Bar. When the Server came out and demanded for the bill
amount, they started running away. The Hotel Server chased
them to some distance. When they reached a nearby garden,
Gnana Sekhar took out a knife which he was holding and stabbed
the Hotel Server. The hotel server received a grievous injury. On
a complaint given by him, the police investigated into the case
and filed a charge sheet against Gnana Sekhar and Prabhu. They
raised the plea of right of private defence. Whether they are
entitled to take that plea?

Under Section 100,1.P.C., the right of private defence of the
body extends to the voluntary causing of death or of any other
harm to the assailant if the offence which occasions the
exercise of the right be of such an assault as may reasonably
cause the apprehension that death will otherwise be the
consequence of such assault, or an assault with the intention
of kidnapping or abducting. When both the persons, Gnana
Sekhar and Prabhu were running from the hotel without
making payment of the bill and when they were chased by the
server of the hotel so that the price of the drink they have
taken could be recovered from them or they may be handed
over to the Manager of the hotel for non-payment of the bill,
Gnana Sekhar and Prabhu cannot be allowed to take advantage
of their own misdeed and claim right of private defence under
Section 100, I.P.C., saying that since there was an assault
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